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Tiny killers lurk at home

John Maslin | Monday, May 28, 2012 7:02 1 Comment

Wanganui parents are being urged to make sure their children don't get their hands on tiny lithium
batteries, because if they are swallowed they cause severe internal burns.

Safekids New Zealand has launched a home safe campaign targeting items that were often within
easy reach of toddlers, especially lithium batteries.

Marianne Vine, public health nurse with the Whanganui District Health Board, said many home
appliances and toys were powered by lithium batteries, including mini-remote controls, singing
greeting cards, watches, bathroom scales and flameless candles. Ms Vine said when a button battery
came into contact with bodily fluids it created an electrical current.

"It takes as little as two hours to cause severe burns once a coin-sized lithium battery has been
swallowed and, once the burning begins, damage can continue even after the battery is removed.

"Kids can still breathe with the coin lithium battery in their throat, and it may not be obvious at first that
something is wrong," she said.

Ms Vine said all children went through an "oral phase" when they put all manner of things in their
mouths.
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"The lithium batteries are an issue, but so too are things like small magnets, and some of them are the types people have on their fridges at h«

"One swallowed may not be a problem and will probably pass through the body, but two magnets could easily join up and created a blockage |

surgery to remove them."

She said she was not aware of any child having been admitted to Wanganui Hospital after swallowing either batteries or magnets, but parents

be aware.
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Martin Rushton, Ministry of Consumer Affairs principal adviser, said overseas evidence showed that button batteries were an "emerging risk" ¢
found in an increasing range of devices and new lithium ion types were much more powerful.

In the United States, more than 19 children sustained life-threatening or debilitating injuries in 2010 and the ministry was aware of at least fout
injury in New Zealand, though less serious incidents were likely to be under-reported.

Safekids NZ said on average 22 Kiwi kids were admitted to hospitals every day with unintentional injuries or accidents. And for young children
birth to four years - most of these happened at home.

Ann Weaver, Safekids director, said young children were injured more at home because this was where they spent most of their time and to le
chance of injuries, taking a look at the home from a child's perspective was a good option.

She said getting down on hands and knees gave a child's eye view of the home, where often things were in easy reach.

She said serious or fatal accidents included fires started by children playing with matches and lighters, poisoning after swallowing adult medici
crushed by heavy appliances or swallowing button batteries.
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Search your home or any place your child goes for gadgets that may contain button batteries

Secure lithium coin battery-powered devices out of sight and reach of children and keep loose
batteries locked away

If a child swallows a battery, go to the hospital emergency department immediately

Do not let the child eat or drink until a chest x-ray can determine if a battery is present, and do not
induce vomiting
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Opine The headline of this story would serve better if it covered the many tiny killers that
Wanganui lurk at home, including toys for older children, aspirins and other medications .
May 29, 2012 11:37 Many adults do not know of the dangers of small children swallowing foods without

chewing them properly, which can cause choking , or food can be ingested into the
lungs, either of which can be fatal. Peanuts can be particularly dangerous to under
threes even when no allergy exists.
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