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Injuries from traditional cylindrical batteries was much less common than from button batteries, and

usually resulted from the child's chewing on the battery and experiencing burns to the oral mucosa

from the contents.

The most hazardous type were 20-mm lithium batteries, "which do not contain an alkaline electrolyte

and generate more current because they have twice the voltage and higher capacitance compared

with other button batteries," Smith and colleagues wrote.

Radiographic evaluation of the child who may have swallowed a small, disk-shaped object should

involve a close examination for battery features such as the double rim which would not be seen on

a coin, for example.

The most common sources of the batteries were games and toys, remote controls, watches, and

hearing aids. "Battery compartments of all household devices should be taped securely shut," the

researchers cautioned.

Manufacturers also should consider childproofing these common devices, they suggested. "Primary

prevention of battery exposures is critical because of the limited effectiveness of medical

interventions once tissue damage has occurred."

A limitation of the study was its likely underestimation of the number of battery-related events

because only emergency department visits were included.

In addition, little information was available regarding diagnostic techniques, treatment, and

outcomes.
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